
 SOCIAL STUDIES INFUSED SERVICE LEARNING 
 

Our whole school has always looked for ways to support our community and those beyond our walls.  We 
have learned through the 11 Principle Framework that service learning is different than community service.  
Much of our work, although purposeful and intentional, and full of incredible character development, has all 
been considered community service  for the majority and service for those bringing the idea to the school, 
such as composting and vermi-composting (Grow Detroit), hat and mitten drives (Troy Community Coalition 
and Troy People Concerned), stuffing stocking for overseas service members (Womens’ First Marine Division), 
letters for soldiers, and the staff adopts a family (or two) school families each year.  With that in mind, last 
year we began delving deeper into our understanding of this deeper character development work.  We have 
revisited this topic at staff meetings and at this point, each grade level has designated specific content units 
that lend itself to service learning which creates connectiveness between content, core values, and impact of 
learning through service.  Each grade level is pursuing ideas generated and planning for those units while 
others are working through them currently and even some have already completed their first iteration. 
 
CIVICS – 4th Grade Sample 
First, we dove into our CIVICS lessons that started with individual “Identity Maps” and growing them as we 
learned more about ourselves and our classmates.  We learned the importance of our names, experiences, 
and heritage.  We pushed our learning with thinking through “windows”, “mirrors”, to a new level to include 
“sliding glass doors” which demonstrates our connection to texts, new learning, peers experiences as a way 
to relate with things that are the same for us, different than us, and how this information can transform our 
thinking.  We reviewed the value of perspective taking. 
 
We continued learning about our civic responsibilities and the important roles government plays at the local, 
state, and federal levels.  Our experience shed light on historical events including segregation, voting rights, 
and the importance of using your voice. 
 
Once we have created our story arc, broke our story into the story parts using story elements, we 
brainstormed all that we learned (Cultures of Thinking Visible Thinking Routine:  Generate, Sort, Connect, 
Elaborate) in that “part”, sorted our ideas, and then collaborated with peers to decide how to best share our 
learning.  
 
In this artifact, you will find the social studies lesson plans, Taking Learning Public - Leonard Fourth Grade 
(click for video), and picture of the bulletin board students put together that culminates their learning as they 
prepared for taking action on their service-learning ideas. 
 

   



 
 
In taking our learning public, we toured our school to look for ways we could support our learning and our 
community.  In doing so, we generated action items that would make a positive impact.   As a grade level, we 
came up with 1) Picking up the recess equipment at the end of each day, 2) Gathering litter from around the 
school, and 3) Ensuring our lost and found and recycling area is cleaned up.  Their service-learning efforts 
have been transformed into student created tutorial videos and will be shared while inviting younger and 
older peers to join in their community service.  We ARE Leonard! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


